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Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement
Artis a way of making and communicating meaning through imagery. It is a unique
symbolic domain and is a discipline with its own particular demands and core of
learning. Art is a natural and enjoyable way of enriching and extending a child’s
experience of the world.
This plan has been drawn up in accordance with the Visual Arts Curriculum to set our
approach to the teaching and learning of Visual Arts. This plan will form the basis for
teacher's long and short term planning. It will also inform all approaches and
methodologies used in our school.

(b) Rationale
Visual arts education channels the child’s natural curiosity for the world around them.
The development of this perceptual awareness helps the child to enjoy and interpret
the visual environment and art works. It can also facilitate learning in all areas of the

curriculum. Creative achievements in art contribute to a sense of personal identity and
self esteem.

It was decided to focus on this area of development to
> Benefit teaching and learning in our schools.
»  Conform to the principles outlined in the Primary School Curriculum.

> Review the existing visual arts in light of changed emphasis and new methodologies
as outlined in the Primary School Curriculum

"Vision and Aims

(a) Vision:

Arts education enables the child to explore alternative ways of communicating with
others. It encourages ideas that are personal and inventive and makes a vital
contribution to the development of a range of intelligences. We believe in Scoil Eoin that
a purposeful visual arts programme is a tool to enhancing all children’s development and
is invaluable in stimulating their creative thinking. Individual creative achievements in art
we believe will contribute to a sense of personal identity and self esteem and help
children develop as well adjusted and responsible citizens.



(b) Aims
The aims of the Visual Art Curriculum in Scoil Eoin are:

* To help the child develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world and to
provide for an aesthetic experience.

* To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms.
To enable the child to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art
media and to have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design and
communicate with different art material.

*  To promote the child's understanding of and personal response to creative
processes involved in making two and three dimensional art.

® To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression,
inventiveness and individuality.

® To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity and the
achievement of potential through art activities.

* To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts.

= To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and crafts
people might relate to his or her own work.

= To provide opportunities for the child to engage with artists and craftspeople during
our annual arts festival in our school.

Broad Objectives

The Visual arts curriculum should enable the child to:

Look at, enjoy and make a personal response to a range of familiar and unfamiliar
objects and images in the environment, focusing on their visual abilities.

To express ideas, feelings, and experiences in visual form and with imagination,
enjoyment and a sense of fulfillment.

To explore the expressive and design possibilities of the materials within a range of two
and three dimensional media including drawing, paint and colour, print, clay,
construction, fabric and fibre.

To apply skills and techniques, demonstrating increasing sensitivity to the visual
elements in their work.

To discuss the preferred design elements in their work and the work of their
classmates.

To look with curiosity and openness at the work of a range of artists and craftspeople.



Curriculum

a) Strands and Strand Units

Stran Strand - unit
Drawing Making Drawings
Looking and Responding
Paint and Colour Painting
Looking and Responding
Print Printing
Looking and Responding
Clay Developing form in clay
Looking and Responding
Construction Making Constructions
Looking and Responding
Fabric and Fibre Creating in Fabric and Fibre
Looking and Responding

Teachers are familiar with the strands/strand units/content objectives for the relevant class
level as well as the content of the core curriculum.

Teachers are familiar and consider relevant concepts to enhance the learning of their
lesson. These include an awareness of line, shape, form, colour and tone, texture, pattern
and rhythm and space.

Teachers ensure that there js continuity and progression from class to class by following the
recommended content for their class level from the curriculum and guidelines from the core
curriculum

The school creates opportunities for children to look at and respond to their natural and living
environment through exploration of line, shape, form, colour and texture within the classroom as
well as the local outside environment. Children are enabled to see how artists, craftspeople and
designers work with, within and in response to their environments through looking and
responding to work of artists. Incorporating ICT to visit websites of art galleries to look at and
respond to art works and to make connections between what they observe and their own work, to
look at and respond to their own art and the art of their peers.



Children experience a variety of approaches, e.g. receive a stimulus and then create,
experiment, discover, engage in whole class work, individual work, pairs, groups, projects

Local, national, international artists are all included in looking and responding to artists work

In each lesson time is spent on stimulus, activity and evaluation.

Children with Additional Needs

The Visual Arts programme should provide opportunities for all children to experience success.
We will strive to provide opportunities to children with additional needs where discovery and
experimentation in visual arts can be very rewarding and may lead to the development of other
skills and talents. Activities will be planned in sequential units and children will be allowed
sufficient time to complete each unit. We realise brief art activities may be more suitable for
children with a short attention span, and kinesthetic multi-sensory activities may sometimes be
more appropriate. Children who display exceptional abilities or talent will be encouraged and
supported and will be challenged to stretch the possibilities of art activities to the fullest through
art competitions, developing their own portfolios, attending extracurricular classes etc..

Linkage and Integration

Visual arts lends itself to integration with other subjects through theme-based activities. These
are recorded in the ctntas miosuil. Linkage occurs across the strands. Visual arts can be
integrated across the curriculum.

The school creates opportunities for pupils to discuss and talk about their own work and the work
of their peers. They can also analyze the work of famous artists.

We enable children to develop a visual vocabulary for looking at and critiquing the visual arts
through using the looking and responding questions/guidelines included in the core curriculum as
a resource.

Assessment and Record Keeping

Teachers assess on completion of strand through
¢ Teacher observation

¢ Teacher designed tasks
¢ Work samples, portfolios, projects.

Samples of the children's work are also sent home with each child termly and shared at parent
teacher meetings.



Organisation

a) Timetables

One hour of time is allocated at each class level for Visual Arts according to the 1999 Primary
Curriculum.

Time can be blocked for project work when relevant. Discrete time can also be used for Visual
Arts. We aim to cover the six strands as equally as possible. This is not over-restrictive allowing
for flexibility of individual teachers’, classes or project needs. However all six strand units will be
covered each year.

b) Displays

Each teacher is responsible for displaying a sample of their class artwork at various
stages throughout the year. Examples of displays include -

In the classroom, school corridor/hall, on window of school efc.

OQutside school - In the church (sacraments), local library {competitions) etc.
School Website

School Newsletter

School Social Media

Resources and ICT

a. Resources

Each teacher stores materials and resources in their classroom and at the beginning of each
year, each teacher receives a budget of €150 (subject to change) to spend on art supplies for the
students.

b. ICT

Children use ICT for visual arts in the following areas: Microsoft Paint and other
programmes, use of fonts, clipart, digital camera etc

Children use the Internet for virtual tours of galleries, museums etc. It is also used as a
resource by teachers to locate famous artists, painters, sculptors etc (history of art) and their
works.

Use of the internet is governed by user safety policy which is familiar to both teachers and
children alike. The internet system in our school is screened and protected from
inappropriate sites.



Health and Safety

School personnel are mindful of health and safety issues associated with the visual arts. Every care
will be taken in using glue, scissors, craft knives, clay and other materials. All art material should be
non-toxic and safe for children to work with. Children are always supervised during these lessons.

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

The whole school plan and the curriculum documents for visual arts provide information and
guidance to teachers for both long and short term planning. Teachers plan by using both a strand
and thematic approach.

The cintas miostiil serves as a means of recording the strands covered on a monthly basis by
each class teacher and standard, and helps inform future planning by both individuals and the
whole-school. The cuntas miostiil also serve as a means to monitor the Visual arts plan.

Staff Development

Information on courses available to staff members are left in the staff room, and posted on staff room
notice board. Attendance at such courses is promoted and the sharing of knowledge and skills
facilitated at staff meetings or planning days.

Parental Involvement

Parents are involved in supporting the visual arts plan through encouragement of their
children, visiting school displays and by displaying works at home .

The visual arts policy is communicated to parents through the school website.

Community Links

Children display their work locally in the church and local community competitions. Each year
children from the school will enter various art competitions — from the local newspaper, shops,
efc.

Each year children will be assigned visual art project to be completed at home. Examples of this
include during Maths Week, Seachtain na Gaeilge etc.

There is also the possibility for children to be brought to view and appreciate the visual aspect of
the locality. This is at teacher's discretion at times that link to other areas of the curriculum,

. Implementation

a. Success Criteria
How will we know that the plan has been implemented?

* Teachers will prepare their visual arts programme based on the school plan and will
follow the curriculum.

* We will review the implementation of the plan at staff meetings.
* Assessment of the children’s skills and abilities.



e Feedback from teachers/pupils.

¢ Feedback from parents/community Ciintas miosil reports

b. Roles and Responsibilities

Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the visual arts programmes in their own
classrooms. The principal, staff and committee will encourage feedback on its implementation and
report on findings. It will be monitored and evaluated each year.

c. Timeframe

This plan is to be implemented from September 2025 and will be monitored and adjusted
accordingly with the needs of the school.

Review

The policy will be evaluated on an annual basis by representatives from the relevant sections of the
school community and will be reviewed as necessary

Ratification and Communication

This plan was ratified by the BoM of Scoil Eoin at its meeting on
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Signed mﬂamﬂ) W) T Date
Chairperson, Board of Management

Signed /4//4;@ RD‘!— Date l// 5),1029

Principal/Secr?fjry to the Board of Management
L.




Appendix 1

Strand Resources

Chubby crayons, chublets, charcoal, colouring pencils, markers, chalks,
Drawing [ pastels.

Paint, redlbluelwhite/yellowlbfacklorangelgreen! pink/ purple/silver/gold.
Paint and Gold and

silver spray, snow spray, shape sponges, marbling inks, glitter glues, glass
Colour paints

and outliners
Fabric and | Plastic needles, hessian, felt, wool, burplap, A3 and A4 foam.
Fibre
Clay Clay, plasticine, air dough, clay wires and tools and rollers,

Construction

Lollipop sticks, art straws, pipe cleaners, paper plates, doilies, googly eyes,
feathers, pom-poms, sequins, foam shapes, cotton wool, match sticks,
buttons and

clothes pegs

Print Rollers, ink, polystyrene card, sponge rollers.
A3, A4 paper, coloured card, black card, crepe Paper, honeycomb paper,
General corrugated

paper, coloured sugar paper.
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